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keeper in the city of Lucknow. The King-
added to this humble demand a house to reside
in, 'and the elephant on which he went to col-
lect his revenue. Eighty-five cowries (shells)
are valued at one" pice, or a halfpenny; yet so
vast is this capital of Oude, that Shaah Jhee
was in the receipt of a handsome daily allow-
ance, by this apparently trifling collection.

Most of the respectable gentlemen in Luck-
now maintain an elephant for their own use,
where it is almost as common to meet them as
horses. Though most persons, I observe, avoid
falling in with the royal cortege, (which is always
announced by the sound of the dunkah), unless
they are disposed to court the King's observa-
tion; then they draw up their elephant, and
oblige the animal to kneel down whilst the King
passes on, the owner standing in his howdah to
make salaams; others, I have seen, dismount in
time,^and stand in a humble posture, with the
hands folded and the head bowed low, doing re-
verence and attracting his Majesty's notice as he
passes on. These little acts of ceremonious
respect are gratifying to the King, and are